As properly understood, this material is not termed lontara' ,5 6 the term commonly used for Buginese and Macassarese writings.
It provides a legendary description only of events before the fourteenth century, that is before the foundation of the historical kingdoms in South Cele bes:
Gowa, Bone, Soppeng, Wajo', Suppa', Luwu' and others. The chron icle lontara' known as attoriolong in Buginese or pattorioloang in Macassarese do extend back before the fourteenth century, but almost all begin with a passage such as the following: "When the kings men tioned in the I La Galigo cycle had been completely swallowed up after attending a great festival in Luwu', for seven pariamang,6 there was no king; there was -no law; there was no focus of unity; then each was greedy for himself, like fish; the strong were successful; the weak were trampled on; . . . hunger was everywhere." Subsequently there emerged the first king of Luwu', Simpurusyang, and his queen, Patyangjala.7 Shortly afterwards the first kings of Gowa, Bone, Soppeng and Suppa' appeared.
The influence of the I La Galigo literature is clearly apparent in the early parts of these lontara', of which there are many examples, though they are usually quite short, about twenty to fifty pages in length.8 In the I La Galigo stories, the kings are depicted as absolute rulers who may not be challenged, while in the lontara' their power has been limited.
The cycle begins with the creation.
When this world (that is South Celebes) was still empty, the King of Heaven, La Patiganna,9 called a conference of families from various kingdoms, including Senrijawa10 and Peretiwi (the Underworld), and decided that the first king of Alekawa (Earth) would be his eldest son, La Toge'langi', with the title Batara Guru.
Batara Guru was then married to his first cousin, We Nyili'timo', the daughter of Guru ri Selleng, the king of the Under world, but before Batara Guru became king, he had to undergo an initia tion period of forty days and forty nights.
Soon after that, he descended to his people, reputedly near Ussu', in the district of Luwu' at the head of the Gulf of Bone.
Batara Sawerigading was the father of I La Galigo, entitled Datunna Kelling, who was also a sea captain, a wanderer, a skilled warrior and an incomparable hero.
His four wives were drawn from a variety of kingdoms.
In addition to his other virtues, I La Galigo was also a first-class "play-boy" and lover, a great deer-hunter and a skillful gambler.
He embodied his agefs ideal of manhood. Like his father, he never became king, but is said to have been content to wander. I La Galigo1s son, La Tenritatta' was the last in that epoch to be crowned in Luwu* (literally, invested with the royal umbrella). Between this legendary age and the time of the lontara1, there was anarchy and disorder for seven pariamang, as described above.
The situation described in the cycle refers to a time when the Buginese people were settled on the coast of Celebes and had not yet penetrated the interior.
The picture of each individual kingdom con forms to a regular pattern.
It was centered around the mouth of a river where large boats could anchor and with a f t capitalM some little distance away.
A "capital** consisted of a palace surrounded by a fence or earth wall and beyond this were scattered the houses of the nobil ity.
Near the palace was a baruga or council house for the nobles, meeting-place for adult men and reception area for foreign visitors. The arrival of a trading vessel from distant parts caused great excite ment.
After paying their dues and taxes, the foreign merchants could begin to trade.
The ruler had priority in purchasing, or more correct ly bartering for goods.
He was followed by the nobles and then the 11. Now Pammana in Wajo1.
12. The name is still current in the district of Pammana. This fierce black animal managed to chase away the sea when I La Galigo quarrelled with his aunt, Nili Nayo, the Ratu of Sigi.
Some people locate this
Consequently, the sea near Loli in Palu Bay is called Tasi' Buri' or the Lake of Buri'.
In the nearby Donggala area, the following story is found: Bunga Manila, the Ratu of Makubakulu, invited Sawerigading to a cockfight. When Sawerigading's cock was defeated, war broke out.
Bunga Manila asked for help from her brother in Luwu', but when the Luwu' army arrived, Bunga Manila's brother declared that she and Sawerigading were first cousins,15 thus stopping the battle.
Although hostilities had ceased, Bunga Manila still bore a grudge against her cousin and instructed her dog I Buri' (the Black One) to follow Sawerigading. The dog chased Sawerigading barking continuously, and all the country they traversed became level ground.
Still in the same area, I La Galigo is reputed to have engaged in a cockfight with the people of Tawali.
In Biromaru, he arranged a cockfight against Ngginaye or Nili Nayo. Nili Nayo's cock was called Calabae while its opponent was Baka Cimpolo.
When I La Galigo's cock was defeated, he sought help from his father, Sawerigading in Soppeng. However it became evident on Sawerigading's arrival that Nili Nayo and I La Galigo were related, since the kings of Sigi and Ganti were of the same family.
In South Sakidi, the figures of Sawerigading and I La Galigo are known as the bearers of civilization and innovation.
Sawerigading is sometimes seen as the creator and apportioner of rice.
Other One day, King Matoladula saw in the house of Wadibuhu, the ruler of Padengo, a foreign girl who had been washed ashore.20 Matoladula proposed to the girl and was accepted.
In the I La
It turned out that the girl was a'Bugis called Rawe, the daughter of the rulers of Luwu1. She gave the name Lasandenpapang to her husband.
Princess Rawe was taken by him to Hulontalangi in the Tilongkabila mountains while some of her followers from Luwu1 remained in Padengo which they subsequently re named Wadeng.
The details of these stories cannot, of course, be accepted at face value.
In particular the implication of the contemporaneity be tween the epoch of Sawerigading and the existence of the states in Gorontalo is unacceptable.
However it is of interest to note the acknowledgment of South Celebes influence in the formation of the local aristocracy.
The belief in descent from Sawerigading has often been used as a matter of prestige and appears in many forms. Some of these manu scripts may be found in European libraries.
Conclusion
The stories set out above are clearly variations on a common theme.
The greatest discrepancies are between the I La Galigo cycle and the stories from Malaysia.
In particular the connection with Heaven is not made in Malaysia.
However they all acknowledge Sawerigading as an outstanding royal figure and a famous wanderer.
He and his son are the archetypes of those Bugis who, in more recent cen turies, have sought their fortune outside their homeland; enterprising, brave, reckless and lusty.
In Celebes, this story of the past acts as a unifying and integrating agent, which lessens conflict between groups.
The Macassarese manuscripts of Gowa also say that Batara Guru was the first ruler of Gowa, thus forming a connection with the Buginese traditions.
It is hoped that this comparative sketch may lay the foundations for a thorough analysis of the stories by anthropologists of Indonesia.
